














Letters and emails have been edited for length only. No content changes have been made.

"Sorry that it has taken me so long to get this off
to you! The Fillmore's & Bear 1 year Anniversary
photo. Bear is such a wonderful addition to our
home and life little did we know that he would be
giving us sooo much love and attention. We
thought we were rescu-
ing him but he has added §
so much to our life that i
/s hard to say just who
was the real benefactor!
Keep up the good work
and God bless you and
yours!

Jim & Adrienne
Fillmore "

"] just want to thank you for trusting in me to adopt

Buster. He is such an awesome little boy and has
fit in our home like a glove. My husband calls
Buster his BFF (Best Friend Forever). Buster is al-
ways on his lap and snuggling next to him when
he’s sitting on the couch.

He is just wonderful, we are so happy to have him
in our family. We love him very much. Not only did
he hit the jackpot

coming here, we

hit the jackpot

getting him.

Thank you again
so very much,
Joan

Carbone”

"When we decided to adopt a dog, we were very
discouraged by the lack of small dogs available in
the Fargo-Moorhead area. We expanded our search
to Petfinder and found many adorable dogs listed
with NBSTR. Once we e-mailed for more informa-
tion, we got an immediate response from Lisa Hat-
lestad, who suggested one of her fosters, Sasha.
After visiting with Lisa on the phone, a home visit
was scheduled, she brought Sasha to meet us and
the rest is history! We weren't familiar with rescue
groups at all, but we were very impressed by the
fact that all of NBSTR dogs are placed in foster
homes where they are loved and socialized before
they are placed in their forever homes. Lisa was
also very helpful, taking the time to answer any
questions we had and putting us at ease about
adopting our first

child'. We had a

wonderful experi-

ence with NBSTR

and would recom-

mend them to

anyone, including

first-timers like us!

Chad and Stacey

"Hello Heather and Sharon.

I just wanted to let you know that Tessa(now
Theresa) is doing just
great. We love her so very very much. Thank you
we are so happy we have her. By the way she gets
along perfectly with Lil'Bear and Tiffany.

Karen L. Duffey”

"Casey has been with us for a year and a half.
We adopted this 9 year old Shih Tzu with many
health issues. The first few days I worried about
our decision to adopt a blind dog with severe
allergies. Those fears were

quickly gone as we got to know his gentile per-
sonality. Casey embraced our busy house with 4
teenagers and their friends coming and going.
He warms the hearts of everyone that enters our
home. He loves to take walks and travel to all
our many events in the Midwest. He has several
dog friends

that he tries to go and visit at every opportunity.
The best way to summarize Casey is that we
adopted the most imperfect dog but in the end
got the most perfect pet.

Thanks Carol for all that you
and your organization does to
help place these

wonderful dogs into loving
homes. Our household has
been truly blessed by Casey.
Cindy Rasmussen "

"My grandfather called me maybe 2 mins after
you left so excited about Roxy! Last night he was
so happy he cried on the phone when talking
about Roxy. He called me again today raving
about Roxy as she just likes to be with him all
the time. I believe Roxy is going to improve my
grandpa’s quality of life big time, its amazing
how animals can do that. She will certainly be
spoiled and have the best care possible always.
Thank you again for trusting my grandfather with
Roxy, he is one happy man! Hopefully she is one
happy little lady. I am super proud of him for
getting a rescue too! Its just so much more re-
warding and there are just too many homeless
dogs out there! These dogs depend on us to help
them and thank you for what you do for the
dogs!! I just wanted to share this wonderful
news that this beautiful puppy mill survivor has
found someone that is going to love her for the
rest of her life.” ~ (Email to Carri Catalano from
Tom Ivey’s Granddaughter, who does rescue in
another region; see Roxy’s foster story, page 4

“When I first considered adopting a dog, I was
hesitant. Would a new dog get along with my
current dog? Would a new dog be potty-trained
or difficult to bond with? NBSTR totally set my
mind at ease. When we met Grover (now Lloyd)
we knew he was the perfect match. Judy, Lloyd's
foster mom, made my first adoption experience
so wonderful that I went and adopted another
little guy she was fostering! I'm happy to say that
Sebastian has now made our family complete.
When we're ready to add another little one to our
family, we'll be adopting from NBSTR. Their fos-
ter parents are always there to help and they are
fully com-

mitted to

placing dogs

in loving

homes.

Ann Padillo”
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“ It wasn't long
after our wed-
ding in June that
we decided we'd
like to expand
our family. We
both felt com-
pelled to rescue
a dog, preferably a shih tzu. One of the
shelters geared us toward the New
Beginnings Shi tzu Rescue organization.
When browsing the web site we were
drawn to Sonny immediately. When
Veronica brought Sonny over to visit we
immediately were smitten with him.
After about an hour visiting with Veron-
fca and Sonny we decided to go
through with the adoption process.
The first few nights were a bit difficult
for all of us. Sonny’s tail was pointed
down and he didn’t seem to want to
leave the doorway where his foster
mom had left. We understood that be-
coming acclimated to our home would
take some time for Sonny and that an
attachment would not be formed in-
stantly from this little guy who had
gone through so much in his short life.
But we were determined to love him
through this transition period and do
our best to make our home a happy
place for him.
Four months later we are amazed at
how well our shy little guy has accli-
mated to his new home and family. He
seems to grow more confident each
day. He has been the perfect addition
to our family and we feel truly blessed
to have found him. Thank you to new
beginnings and Veronica, Sonny’s foster
mom, for bringing him to us!
-Jay and Sandy Schommer”
See Sonny’s foster story, page 6

"Prince and Isaac are really doing great!
They get along so welll... It's as if
Prince has been with us a long, long
time already he's so at home!...He is
sweet and spunky... Isaac continues to
adjust wonderfully. Isaac is no longer
frightened of strange noises. Isaac is
more and more playful each day. He's
a cuddler who loves to sit on our

laps. Prince remains a bit more aloof,
and occasionally growly, but never ag-
gressive. The two guys sleep inches
apart on their separate beds. We are so
very thrilled to have both of them! We
can't imagine life without them!"

~ Curt & Cheryl Crowlings, adopters of
Prince and Isaac—see their foster story,
page 9

"Ringo is doing just great. He's quite
settled in now, and his puppy coat has
been replaced by a healthy adult coat
which I have been tending to daily with a
fluff’ treatment so he doesn't get too

(continued on next page)



‘moppy’ looking. Although I haven't
welghed him recently, I'm sure he's
filled in too, and he and Melody's cat
are very close to
the same size,
although Ringo's
fur make him ap-
pear

heftier.

Best regards and
blessings,
Cathy Gryzb”

"Mary, [Suzie] is doing great, get-
ting along well we brought her to a
family party and she was the hit of
the day. We do love her and feel so
blessed that this turned out well,
after only one week she's a part of
the family.

Thank you for all you've done and
continue to do. You are a remark-
able lady and I am so happy I got
the chance to meet you.

Take care

Melanie Jarvis”

"Please know that we are so
thankful to have Lacy. She is
going to be a great addition to our
family and there is no doubt that
she will receive lots of love and
attention. What you did for her
In getting her healthy again and
giving her a
chance at a
good life, is
such a great
thing.

Thanks again
for every-
thing!

Tracy Pitz”

"Hi Barb,
Sorry this took so long, but we have
been having some camera

troubles. First, Dani and I wanted to
let you know that Oscar was the
perfect addition to our family. We
love the little guy so much and he
has brought so much joy to our lives,
Since we adopted him, Oscar has

had many adventures. Overall, we
couldn’t be happier with Oscar. Thank
you so much for
taking such good
care of him while
he was a foster
puppy and we
will

continue to keep
you updated.

Talk to you later, ¥
Justin and Dani
Reitsma"

ew Beginnings Shih Tzu & Friends

Rescue’s mission continues for so
many reasons: we care about dogs; we
understand that we need to be the voice
for dogs in need because there are far too
many dogs perishing from abuse, neglect
and for lack of a home; we love to provide
wonderful families with dogs we know will
be cherished, and despite the constant
need for vetting funds and for foster
homes, and the agony of worrying we
might need to turn a dog away because
we won't have the resources for him, we
keep going with steadfast determination,
thinking, “if not us, who?”

The dogs need us, as illustrated in the
following: a New Beginnings volunteer was
organizing an intake as the result of a
puppy mill release of several dogs from a
particularly bad situation. NBSTR always
makes a point of doing whatever we can to
get puppymill dogs into rescue ASAP when
we have the opportunity. However, during
this particular intake, which took place in
January 2007, one of the releases—a little
12 year old male—died from exposure to
the elements due to the unheated and
dirty conditions under which all the dogs
were living in the middle of winter, before
we could get to him. Following is NBSTR
president Bekye Walker-Eckert’s passion-
ate and deeply grieved response to the
news, which sums up New Beginnings
under her leadership very aptly.

... [HJow awful that poor little soul had to
live in such horrific conditions. He died cold
and alone ... and he was supposed to
come here. I was going to foster him.

THIS IS EXACTLY WHY I AM SO INSIS-
TENT THAT WE GET OUT THERE, THAT
WE MOVE BEYOND OUR PERSONAL COM-
FORT ZONES AND SAVE THESE KIDS.

A little soul died without ever knowing love
and comfort because we could not get to
him soon enough.

...[T]his is why I will continue to push for
organizational growth, for new volunteers,
for more funds ... this is why I will not
stop. And if you think I don't mean it, you
don't know me very well. And if you think
negativity and nay-sayers will discourage
me, you don't know me very well, either.
My accountability is to a Higher Power, and
to the dogs. In the name of that nameless,
dead 12-year-old ... NO DOGS LEFT BE-
HIND.”

This is the crux of our mission, and will
continue to be the crux of our mission. We
hope you will help us in the name of that
nameless 12 year old puppymill dog who
died...in the name of the dog you've
adopted from NBSTR...in the name of a
dog who has gone to Rainbow Bridge that
you remember fondly...in the name of all
the dogs out there —abandoned, mis-
treated, homeless—that we can help this
coming year and far into the future.

Our Volunteers Say:

"My name is Janet and I have been
involved in ‘rescue’ unofficially, for a
while now as a volunteer groomer. I
have kept tabs on New Beginnings
since its inception and have been so
impressed with all they do that I joined
(officially) in Oct, of this year. I find it
extremely rewarding and heartwarming
to take a newly rescued dog, remove
the mats, the sticks, the burrs, etc.,

etc. from his coat, give him a nice
warm bath, wrap him in a warm towe/
and then watch as he runs around the
room, tail high and wagging, rolling
over and over as if to say.... "At last, I
am free.....I am on my way to the good
life!" These photos of little Gus are just
one example of such a transformation.
I feel honored to be a part of NBSTR! "
~ NB Volunteer Janet Sims

Gus after!

Gus before

"WB rescue is what I call hard-core res-
cue. We don't pick and choose depend-
ing on the health or age of the dog. If it
needs us and we have a foster home we
take the little one, and sometimes even
if we don't have a foster home (but we
have faith). We do true rescue! "

~ NB Volunteer Mary Spurlock

"I received a note from one of the vets
at Glendale Animal Hospital. She's
leaving to pursue emergency care at
another location. She said, 'It's been

a pleasure and honor to know and work
with you. Thank you very much for
your trust and allowing me to care for
all the sweet dogs that come through
New Beginnings. I will miss you and all
those sweet dogs! You do a

wonderful service for animals who have
no where else to go.”

How very sweet was that???”

~NB Volunteer Joanne Folkerts

"... the true miracle of rescue, that a
person can see the beauty and love in a
scraggly old mutt and have nothing but
love for him...this is why I rescue
dogs...NOT for the cute little puppies or
the tini weenie one or the big honkin
one or even the black and whites....
Somewhere there is a person for every
dog we are privileged to take into res-
cue. We just need to find them and
allow them to find their dog.”

~NB Volunteer Robin Lloyd
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF NBSTR
Dear Reader:

New Beginnings Shih Tzu & Friends Rescue (NBSTR) is a 501(c)3 non-profit

charity dedicated to saving Shih Tzu's and other small dogs from starvation, abandonment, neglect and
abuse. In addition to rescuing animals from kill shelters, we take many animals seized from puppy mills,
as well as from owners who can no longer care for their pets. We provide rescue regardless of age or
disability and we strive to give as many as possible a second chance at life and love. To date, we have
rescued more than 800 dogs in our 3+ years of operation. We do not have a shelter but, rather, have a
network of volunteers who take these animals into their homes to rehabilitate them, both mentally and
physically. While other rescue groups have recently closed their doors because of lack of funding, we
are continuing in our efforts to provide rescue to those who need us.

Toward that end, on behalf of NBSTR I respectfully request that you consider our organization for one of
your charitable, tax deductible donations. Irealize that we are approaching the end of the year and the
holiday season; however, we are currently receiving a huge influx of animals into our rescue. Because of
the current state of the economy, families are losing their homes to foreclosure and we are receiving
record numbers of animals into rescue who have lost their homes because of their families' economic
hardships. Additionally, because of wide media exposure, puppy mills are closing in never-before seen
numbers, thereby increasing the number of those animals being turned into rescue. It would mean a
great deal to our organization and to those animals we are trying to save to have the means to continue
to provide food, shelter and medical assistance. In addition, 100% of your donation amount is used to
benefit the animals. Because we do not have a shelter, we do not have the costs associated with that
type of housing. We also do not have any paid employees, Board members or other

staff members. Everyone involved with New Beginnings Shih Tzu & Friends Rescue donates their time
and money in our attempts to save these animals.

Your donation is fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. Upon receipt of your donation

to NBSTR we will forward to you a tax-deductible receipt for your records. No amount is too small a do-
nation. Your donation should be made payable to New Beginnings Shih Tzu & Friends Rescue, and may
be forwarded directly to P.O. Box 63, Greendale, Wisconsin 53129. If you prefer, you may make a dona-
tion using Paypal via a link on our website. We are grateful for any donation you, your friends, relatives
or employees make to our organization. If you would like more information about our organization, or
wish to make your donation through the Paypal link, I invite you to visit our website at http://
www.nbstr.com.

We look forward to your response, and hope that you will help us to continue our work in saving these
dogs.

Sincerely,

Bekye Walker Eckert
President



